PRESS RELEASE 


CKlL The Cleveland Museum of Art 

^7 Public Relations / 11150 East Blvd. / Cleveland, Ohio 441 06 / 21 6 421 -7340 


September 16, 1982 


FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 


A CENTURY OF MODERN DRAWING: 1881-1981 
October 20-December 5, 1982 


The Museum of Modern Art in New York City possesses one of the world’s 
most important collections of drawings by modern artists. This year, while 
MOMA constructs new facilities for the display and study of this collection, 
it is lending some of its choicest works to an exhibition which will be shown 
at only three museums — The Cleveland Museum of Art, the British Museum, and 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. A CENTURY OF MODERN DRAWING: 1881-1981 
consists of approximately 190 drawings by more than 80 of the most celebrated 
artists of the last 100 years — the largest and most representative survey of 
MOMA’s drawing collection ever circulated. It will be on view at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art from October 20 through December 5, 1982. 

The exhibition begins with works by nineteenth-century masters who exerted 
a strong influence on the development of the modern movement — Georges Seurat, 

Paul Cezanne, Vincent van Gogh, Paul Gauguin, and Odilon Redon — and concludes 
with drawings produced in the 1960s and- 70s by American artists such as Jasper 
Johns, Jim Dine, Claes Oldenburg, Agnes Martin, and Sol LeWitt. Between these 
widely differing approaches to drawing are works representing virtually every 
artistic movement of the last century. 

Emphasis is on artists distinguished for their draftsmanship. Pablo Picasso 
is particularly well represented with fifteen drawings dating from 1904 to 1945, 
including two studies for his famous painting, Les Demoiselles d ’Avignon . Six 
masterworks by Henri Matisse illustrate his elegant and incisive use of line. 


(more) 


2-a century of modern drawing 




There are eight works by the great graphic innovator Paul Klee and four by Joan 
Miro, including a lyrical drawing from his famous Constellation series. 

Artists have traditionally made preliminary drawings or studies for works 
in other media, and some of the drawings in this exhibition served that function. 
In the twentieth century, however, fewer artists have used drawings to plan their 
compositions, preferring to develop their ideas for a painting or sculpture as 
they work on it. Drawings are now mainly conceived as independent compositions 
and have become increasingly more important as a means of artistic expression. 

Modern artists have also gone beyond the conventional limitations of drawing, 
employing in their compositions materials and techniques usually associated with 
other media, including painting and collage. Bernice Rose, MOMA’s curator of 
drawings, who selected works for the exhibition, examines these recent trends 
and the distinctive contributions of modern artists to the drawing medium in the 
catalog which accompanies the exhibition. Instructors in the Cleveland Museum’s 
Department of Art History and Education will talk on the exhibition at 1:30 pm 
daily (except Monday) from Wednesday, October 20, through Tuesday, October 26, 
and on Wednesday, November 24, and Sunday, November 28. 

A CENTURY OF MODERN DRAWING was organized under the auspices of The Inter- 
national Council of The Museum of Modern Art. The Cleveland showing is assisted 
by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. 

For nearly three weeks, from November 16 to December 5, A CENTURY OF MODERN 
DRAWING will run concurrently with DURER TO CEZANNE: NORTHERN EUROPEAN DRAWINGS 
FROM THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, opening November 16. A series of lectures planned in 
conjunction with the two exhibitions — titled "Drawings: A Fortnight Plus" — is 
described in an accompanying press release. 
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For additional information, photographs, color slides, please contact the Public 
Relations Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


